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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of October Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 12th  October 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_______________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   John Browne, 
Seamus Butler,  Micheál Carrigy, 



Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, Luie McEntire, 





Padraig Loughrey, Martin Mulleady,
Peggy Nolan,




Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and 





Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon,  Chief Executive




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.
APOLOGIES:

Councillors  -  Paraic Brady and Colm Murray, 

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler  seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 14th September 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 13th July 2016 were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that five public liability claims were received during September 2016.
Overdraft Accommodation.

On the proposal of Councillor John Duffy seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2017 as circulated.
Notices of Motions.

Planning Fees.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor  G. Farrell –

“That in light of increased number of planning applications and revenue 
generated by same, the Municipal District budgets be increased by €20,000 per district for 2017.”
Mr. J. McKeon, Head of Finance, gave details regarding planning application fees collected to date in 2016.  He gave the background regarding the General Municipal Allocation procedure and stated it is not possible to include planning fees as part of the calculation for General Municipal Allocation.
Local Property Tax.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton–

“I call on the Minister for Finance to reassess the various bands for the Local Property Tax.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Finance outlining the details of Councillor Carrigy’s Motion.  J. McKeon confirmed that it is expected that the revaluation date for the Local Property Tax will be postponed to November 2019.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE, 

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Cameron Ireland Limited.

Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, updated the members regarding the Special Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 10th October.  Representatives from the IDA, Enterprise Ireland, the Regional Skills Forum, the Local Enterprise Office and Dail Deputies attended the meeting to discuss the impending loss of 170 manufacturing redundancies in Cameron between January and June 2017.  Fifty R & D jobs will be retained at the Longford facility.  Cameron are not in a position to give an update on where production might move to or on plans for the premises. The IDA were engaging with Cameron since early 2016 and will continue to do so in the coming period.  The formal consultation process between Cameron and staff is due to commence.  The Cameron decision relates to over supply capacity elsewhere and global downturn in Oil and Gas industry.

There are a collective range of services for affected staff at Cameron from the following agencies  -

· IDA.

· Enterprise Ireland

· Skills Forum

· Local Enterprise Office

· Longford Chamber of Commerce.

In addition, Longford County Council’s Local Enterprise Office will make an application for funding under the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund.

In order to enhance attractiveness of Longford as a place for Foreign Direct Investment, the County Council will work with the above groups and all other relevant agencies in promoting awareness of our assets and identifying the perceived and actual barriers to receiving Foreign Direct Investment in the County-
· Upcoming regional event in Croke Park.

· Enhanced overall perception of Longford for visitors and investment.

· N4 upgrade.

· Extension of the natural gas grid throughout County Longford.

· Early rollout of the National Broadband Plan.

· Skills audit of County’s workforce.

· Supporting Cameron and their employees through this difficult period and 
welcome the decision to retain the R & D facilities in Longford.

The above bodies will meet in the coming weeks to develop strategy for ensuring that all of the appropriate services are in place for affected Cameron employees and to address the infrastructural deficits that need to be in place to enhance the County’s attractiveness as a place for inward investment.

A further report will be given at the December meeting of the Council.

All the members emphasised the need for continued discussions with the State bodies to endeavour to attract investment into the County.
Councillor M. Mulleady proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that representatives from the IDA be requested to attend a meeting of the Council and that the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation also be invited to the meeting.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that any further meetings regarding this important issue be dealt with at the Plenary Council rather than the Corporate Policy Group.

Training Services and Skills Development.

The Cathaoirleach welcomed John Costello, Training Services Manager, and 
Antonine Healy, Director of Further Education and Training, Longford & Westmeath 
Education and Training Board.  
Antoinine stated that Longford and Westmeath ETB aims to provide comprehensive, inclusive, accessible and quality education to all clients.

LWETB guarantees quality service through the following measures  -
· recruiting the best staff available

· striving for top national and international standards in local education and training

· organisational excellence and renewal through training and re-training of staff, with equal opportunities for all

· resourcing schools/centres to the best of our ability – including personnel, buildings, equipment and working conditions

· on-going dialogue and partnerships with business, industry and commerce at home and with EU policy and vocational education agencies abroad, towards professional enlightenment and local economic and social development

· commitment to I.T. and to the arts in the liberal and vocational education of students

· on-going dialogue and partnerships with parents, students and the Department of Education & Skills

Longford/Westmeath ETB is committed to a policy of alleviation of disadvantage in Longford and Westmeath – economic, social, cultural, artistic, physical – and will provide and support education and training measures aimed at eliminating such disadvantage. As one of the main statutory organisations in the two counties, The ETB will link with, assist and support other relevant service providers/development agencies – locally, nationally and internationally and will regularly evaluate performance, reviewing objectives, structures, programmes and priorities in order to match best practice and to meet changing patterns of national policy and local need or demand.  Longford Westmeath Education Training Board is a partner on the Regional Skills Forum for the Midlands.
Antonine and John listed the Training and Further Education courses provided by the ETB in Longford and Westmeath.  They also gave details of Apprenticeship Training.

Antonine and John replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues –

· Blocklaying and plastering apprenticeships  - on the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Trade requesting that an incentive be put in place to encourage employers to hire apprentices. 
· Training for potential employees at Center Parcs development.

· Training for the tourism industry.

· Transport to Training Centre in Athlone.

· Training for people with disabilities.

· Nursing courses.

The Cathaoirleach thanked Antonine and John for their comprehensive presentation.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 27th June 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 27th June 2016 were noted.

Minutes of Planning and Development Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 20th April 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 20th April 2016 were noted.

New Corporate Logo.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the new Corporate Logo, as outlined by B. Heslin. 
Review of Standing Orders   -  Notices of Motions.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that Standing Order No. 16 regarding Notices of Motion remain unchanged.  Standing Order N 16 set out below  -
Notices of Motion:

16.
A Notice of Motion must be submitted to the Meetings Administrator in writing by no later than 5.00 pm on the tenth day before the date of the Meeting that the notice is listed for consideration.

Register of Electors 2017– 2018.

Ms. B. Heslin stated that the preparation of the Draft Register 2017/2018 is ongoing.

Barbara requested the elected members' co -operation by checking the Register for any additions/deletions. The Draft Register will be displayed on the 1st November .  An advert will be placed in Longford Leader and national and local campaigns will also be held advising of the Draft Publication. Applicants not included on published Draft Register may apply for inclusion during period 1st to 25th November inclusive.  The Register of Electors including any additions/deletions  to Draft Register will be published on February 1st 2017 and will come into effect on 15th February 2017.

All members emphasised the need for an accurate Register of Electors for the County.

Notices of Motions.

The following Notices of Motions were taken together  -

Rose of Tralee Finalist.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -
“I call on Longford County Council to host a Reception to honour the wonderful success of the Longford Rose, Caroline Doyle, for promoting Longford and achieving success at the 2016 Rose of Tralee Festival.”

Ladies Football Teams.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -

“I request Longford County Council to host a Reception to honour the –

· Longford Ladies Football Team who won the All-Ireland Junior Ladies Football Final.
· Under 16 Girls Football Team who won All-Ireland ‘C’ Final.”

Longford Ladies Football Team.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -

“I request Longford County Council to host a Reception to honour the Longford Ladies Football Team who won the All-Ireland Junior Ladies Football Final.”

Longford Ladies Football Team.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors P. Brady, M. Carrigy, J. Duffy, M. Mulleady, L. McEntire and P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor  G. Farrell -

“That Longford County Council hosts a Reception to honour the Longford Ladies Football Team who won the All-Ireland Junior Ladies Football Final.”

It was agreed that a reception be held on Friday, 2nd December to honour the following 

· Longford Rose, Caroline Doyle.
·   Longford Ladies Football Team who won the All-Ireland Junior Ladies Football   

  Final.
·   Under 16 Girls Football Team who won All-Ireland ‘C’ Final.”

 Staffless Library System
Councillor G. Warnock outlined the details of the following Notice of Motion  -

“I am calling on the Members & Executive of Longford County Council to give a commitment to the people of Longford that they will not countenance the notion of implementing a Staffless Library System in any of our branches in County Longford. Such a move is not only a downgrading of our fantastic library system, it would also have an impact on vulnerable sections of the community, such as those with physical or mental disabilities and our older citizens who may require staff assistance to fully avail of our service.”
Ms. B. Heslin, Director of Services, briefed the members on the “My Open Library” initiative.  Longford County Council regards the My Open Library initiative as an enhancement of the highly valued Library service and is aimed at making the service more accessible to all.  The importance of community interaction with the Libraries' helpful, proactive and experienced staff is well recognised and will continue to be promoted and supported by the Council.

Councillor G. Warnock stated that he will withdraw the following Motion from the Agenda, but does so with some apprehension. 
It was agreed that the pilot project be progressed in Ballymahon Community Library and Mary Carleton Reynolds be requested to give a presentation on the operation of the pilot scheme in Ballymahon, at a future meeting 

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE & EMERGENCY SERVICES. 
Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 19th July 2016
The adopted minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy 
Committee meeting held on the 19th July 2016, as circulated, were noted.
Notices of Motions .

Self Help Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady -
“I am calling on Longford County Council to consider providing in Budget 2017 for a “Self Help Scheme” the objective of which is to assist Local Authority Tenants to carry out improvement works on the property.  A similar scheme was rolled out by Kildare County Council earlier this year and allowed grant assistance of 90% of the cost of works up to a maximum of €2,500 subject to terms and conditions.”

J. Brannigan gave details of the “Self Help Scheme” operated by Kildare County Council.
On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was agreed that the following items be considered by the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee  -

· “Self Help Scheme” for Local Authority Tenants.

· Review of Tenancy Handbook .

Regional Sewage Sludge Treatment and Disposal Strategy.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor  P. O’Toole –
“That the Members of Longford County Council request a presentation from Irish Water regarding their proposals for their Regional Sewage Sludge 
Treatment and Disposal Strategy”.  
It was agreed that Irish Water be requested to attend a meeting of the Council regarding Regional Sewage Sludge Treatment and Disposal Strategy.
Councillor P. O’Toole raised the issue of sewage and wastewater and the maintenance of private service connections.  

J. Brannigan referred to the Local Authority’s Service Level Agreement with Irish Water and stated that the issue regarding blockages in service connections is a national issue.
Representatives from Irish Water will be holding a Councillor Clinic from 12.00 to 1.00 p.m. on the 9th November to deal with queries from the elected members
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that all the members of the Council attend the Clinic to voice their concerns. 

Tenant Purchase Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor  M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan -

“That Longford County Council writes to the Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government regarding the Tenant Purchase Scheme  -  to change the criteria regarding purchasing houses from the Council”

It was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Coveney and also that this issue be referred to the Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 
Suspension of Standing Orders.
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor G.Warnock seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to complete the Agenda.

GENERAL.

Correspondence .
Letter dated 29th September 2016 received from the Office of the  Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht regarding cuts in funding  from the Arts Council was noted.
Notices of Motions.
Attendance of Longford Garda Superintendent, Jim Delaney, at County Council meeting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Duffy, on behalf of Councillor P. Nolan, and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -

 “That the new Longford Garda Superintendent, Jim Delaney, be invited to address the November meeting of the Council.”
It was agreed that an invitation be forwarded to Supt. Delaney.
Beef Prices.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors P. Ross and P. Brady and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy  -


“To call on the Minister for Agriculture, Food and Marine, to address the serious issue of falling beef prices and that this Council rejects the proposed takeover by the ABP group of Slaney 
Meats in the interest of competition in the beef sector.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister Michael Creed.

TRAINING -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Bracken family on the death of Jimmy Bracken, Longford and formerly Killoe.

Councillor L. McEntire proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Stephen Brady and family, on the death of his wife, Sarah .                
Councillor M. Carrigy  proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Reilly family, on the death of  Sean Reilly.

Councillor M. Cahill proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Gillian Tilson, on the death of her father, Cecil.

Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor L. McEntire seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the family, on the death of  Sheridan family, Kilcogy on the death of Amy Sheridan.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the McKeon family, on the death of  John Frank.
Councillor P. Loughrey proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Connell family, Ballinalee on the death of Mary Connell.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
9th  November 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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